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the title of Gajendra or Indra among elephants. One day
when Gajendra was bathing in a pool, the gandharva
Huuhu, now a crocodile, seized him by the leg and for all
his strength would have dragged him in and drowned him,
had Vishnu not heard his agonizing prayers. Leaving his
heaven Vaikuntli, the god, hastened to Gajendra's help
and with his divine discus shore the crocodile in two.
Touched by the discus, Huuhu once more became a
gandharva. Gajendra freed from Huuhu's grip became
once more a human being and, as such, was taken by the
kindly god to his heavenly kingdom.

Bajirao's help to Chatrasal was not less effective than
that of Vishnu, Mahomed Bangash was resting from his
labours during the rainy season and so satisfied was he
with his easy successes, that he sent back to their own
country his Rohilla levies, retaining round his person only
a small bodyguard. While he thus lived in a fool's paradise,
Bajirao was approaching at the head of an allied army of
Marathas and Bundelas. The Bundelas led Bajirao safely
through the forests and mountains of that wild country,
and came upon Mahomed Bangash before he could recall
his Rohillas, With his tiny force he boldly met the enemy
in the field and suffered a complete defeat. With a few
survivors he escaped through the jungles to the fort of
Jetpur, or the town of conquest. The allies at first lost
touch with him but afterwards besieged him and reduced
him to the greatest distress. Prom this intolerable situa-
tion he was saved by the energy of his wife and of his
son Kaim Khan. They first threw themselves in vain at
the foot of the throne and asked for reinforcements from
the first minister. The wife then sent round her veil
among the Rohilla nobles and Kaim Khan harangued them
with the eloquence of despair. The joint appeal to their
honour and emotions was irresistible. Every adult in the
claa vowed to rescue their chief or die in the attempt.
By forced marches they followed Kaim Khan to Jetpur,
and falling in a mass on the investing troops forced their